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CHARTER SCHOOL RENEWAL RECOMMENDATION

SUBMITTED TO THE PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMISSION

Dr. Don Duran, Assistant Secretary of Education

CHARTER SCHOOLS DIVISION

December 8, 2009
	Name:  The Montessori Elementary School

	Grades: K-8

	Enrollment Cap:  400
	Location: Albuquerque

	Contact Person: Mary Jane Besante

	Recommendation: 
I recommend that the Public Education Commission RENEW the charter for The Montessori Elementary School.


Brief Overview of the School  

The Mission of The Montessori Elementary School (TMES) is to provide a positive social atmosphere that supports each individual’s unique development.  The school offers an accelerated Montessori academic curriculum combined with a fine arts program that incorporates the Suzuki Method, Orff Music, and the visual arts. The Montessori philosophy focuses on the importance of adapting the child’s learning environment to his or her developmental level, and of the role of physical activity in absorbing academic concepts and practical skills.   
I have used The End-of-Term Report to inform my decision for renewal. The Renewal Charter Analysis Tool (RCAT) has provided me information regarding proposed changes to the renewal charter.  I have included both of these documents as part of my recommendation to the Commission.
Recommendation to Approve the following changes to the charter:

I recommend the approval of the following changes to the charter as requested by the school and articulated in the RCAT:
1. Grade Levels
2. Student-centered goals
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