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CHARTER SCHOOL RENEWAL RECOMMENDATION

SUBMITTED TO THE PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMISSION

Dr. Don Duran, Assistant Secretary of Education

CHARTER SCHOOLS DIVISION

December 8, 2009
	Name:  La Luz del Monte Learning Center  (Southwest Intermediate Learning Center)
	Grades: 7-8

	Enrollment Cap:  500
	Location: Albuquerque

	Contact Person: Al Baysinger

	Recommendation: 
I recommend that the Public Education Commission RENEW the charter for La Luz del Monte Learning Center.


Brief Overview of the School  

The La Luz del Monte Learning Center provides a standard-based curriculum to 7th and 8th grade students.  The school is a “transitional” school that prepares students to be successful secondary school students by providing them with a strong academic curriculum, a diverse activity program, and a rich educational community-based environment.  The school focuses on thinking, creativity, reasoning, analyzing, problem-solving, and application activities to increase and enhance their knowledge and basic skills. 

After discussions with the school, the school has agreed to seek a charter for grades 7 and 8.  If the charter school would like to expand the grades that it serves, it is encouraged to ask for a change in their charter at a later time.  The school has requested a waiver from the five-year charter to a ten-year charter.  I do not believe the Public Education Commission can grant a charter longer than five years; therefore, my recommendation is for the five years renewal term as defined in statute.
I have used The End-of-Term Report to inform my decision for renewal. The Renewal Charter Analysis Tool (RCAT) has provided me information regarding proposed changes to the renewal charter.  I have included both of these documents as part of my recommendation to the Commission.
Recommendation to Approve the following changes to the charter:

I recommend the approval of the following changes to the charter as requested by the school and articulated in the RCAT:
1. Name Change – Southwest Intermediate Learning Center
2. Mission Statement
3. Organizational Goals
4. Enrollment Cap
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