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CHARTER SCHOOL RENEWAL RECOMMENDATION

SUBMITTED TO THE PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMISSION

Dr. Don Duran, Assistant Secretary of Education

CHARTER SCHOOLS DIVISION

December 8, 2009
	Name:  Aldo Leopold High School
	Grades: 9-12

	Enrollment Cap: 120
	Location: Silver City

	Contact Person: Eric Ahner

	Recommendation: 
I recommend that the Public Education Commission RENEW the charter for Aldo Leopold High School.


Brief Overview of the School  

The mission of Aldo Leopold High School (ALHS) is to prepare community leaders of the twenty-first century by providing an engaging and challenging program emphasizing direct experience, inquiry learning, stimulation of the creative process, and involvement in the community and natural environment.  

ALHS provides inquiry-based curricula in the classroom and the field.  Each grade level spends a week before the school year begins backpacking in the wildernesses.  The curriculum offerings include life marine ecology, urban and rural issues, sustainability concerns, and cultural diversity. 
I have used The End-of-Term Report to inform my decision for renewal. The Renewal Charter Analysis Tool (RCAT) has provided me information regarding proposed changes to the renewal charter.  I have included both of these documents as part of my recommendation to the Commission.
Recommendation to Approve the following changes to the charter:

I recommend the approval of the following changes to the charter as requested by the school and articulated in the RCAT:
1. Organizational Goals 

2. Curriculum
3. Student-centered goals 

4. Governance Structure 

5. Governing Body Membership
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