





Read the passage. Then read each question about the passage.
This session has 7 multiple-choice questions worth 1 point each,

2 short-answer questions worth 2 points each, and 1 open-ended
question worth 4 points. For each multiple-choice question, decide
which is the best answer.

Maria Paints the Hills

by
Pat Mora

[ run and run, and swoosh, the wind lifts my kite. It flutters and tugs at my arm. I
run home to tell Mother.

My mother and I live in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Spring, summer, fall or winter, my
mother sews.

“Do your homework, Maria,” Mother says, “or Sister Agnes will frown.”

4 “You mean like this?” I say wrinkling my face like an old raisin.

“Maria!” says Mother. Mother is very polite. Not me. Sister Agnes says I like to talk
and dance too much.

In the morning, I slip outside and look around for someone to play with. By the

front door of our adobe house, I make some little people out of mud. When I can’t
find anyone to play with, [ make or draw some friends. I sprinkle leaves, green and
gold and brown, and then I hum so my mud friends can dance under the blue sky.

“Where are you, Maria?” calls Mother. “What are you doing? Are you talking to
someone out there?”
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“Come and look at the colors,” I say. “Can’t we go up the hills for a walk? Please,
Mam4d.” My mother and I go collect flowers and herbs. “Look, Mama,” I say. “These
flowers shine like diamonds.”

In the afternoon, the sun hides, and the sky looks gray and sad. [ sit at the table
while Mother sews, and I draw. I draw to make my mother smile. [ draw the chile
vendors bumping down our crooked streets in their covered wagons, and the blue
jays gobbling pifion nuts. I draw mountains of onions and pumpkins and chiles
and us making tamales with my aunts.

“Umm,” says Mother. “Your drawings make me hungry, Maria. I wish you had
colors to draw the red and green smells of New Mexico. Maybe soon I can buy you
some paints.”

When the wind whistles through the bare branches, I like to go to my aunt’s house,
to the warm weaving room. Outside, the hills are white with snow, and the wind
chases itself round and round. Inside, I play by the fire. Reina, the cat, stretches like
a queen and yawns.

Then Mother hands me a present. I shake it and squeeze it. Mother laughs and
says, “Open it, Maria. Open it.”
[ tear off the paper. “Paints! Paints!” I say.

When the days grow longer, we know spring is coming. Some days it snows, and
some days the sun feels warm.

My tia' says, “Maria, come and help us make cascarones®.” My aunt teaches me to
pour the eggs out of their shells very carefully. After we wash the shells, I cut
colored paper into small pieces and then put the confetti into the dried shells. We
cover the opening of the cascarones with glue and paper. My aunt lets me decorate
some of the eggs with my paints.

“Will men really smash these on the ladies’ heads?” I ask.

My aunt laughs. “Yes,” she says. “Oh, it’s nice to have confetti decorating your hair,
Maria.”

“Look, Mama,” I say. “See the clouds floating in the acequia®?”

Soon school will be over, and I can play and paint all day. This year I can paint my
kites. I'll watch the colors float up, up to the blue sky.

'tia: aunt

‘cascarones: Empty eggshells that have been cleaned and dipped in food coloring. Once it is dry, the shell is filled with
colorful paper and tissue paper is glued at the opening of the shell. Cascarones are often used during springtime
celebrations in parts of New Mexico and Texas.

‘acequia: waterway or ditch
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The reader can conclude that Maria © Which words in paragraph 15 help
would most likely enjoy a job as — the reader understand what confetti

means?

a seamstress

A
B an artist A “...pour the eggs out of their shells...”
C ateacher B “...we wash the shells...”
D an entertainer C “...dried shells.”
D “...cut colored paper into small
pieces...”

With which of the following
statements would the author most

likely agree? O How does Maria feel about spending

time with her aunt? Give one detail

from the story to support your answer.
A Children should be seen and not
heard.
B Nature is beautiful and should be
appreciated.
C Do not put off until tomorrow what
you can do today.

D Itis more important to spend time
with friends than family.

GO OND
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According to the story, what is the
first step in making cascarones?

@ List two questions the reader might have
about Maria that are not answered in the

Decorate the eggshells with paint
Empty the eggshells

Wash the eggshells

Put colored paper over the opening

OnNn w>

story.

O The author organized events in the
story mainly by —

A presenting events in order of

Which of these words from the story
best foreshadows the gift that Maria’s
mother will give her daughter?

importance

B starting in the present and flashing
back to the past

A “I run and run, and swoosh, the
wind lifts my Kkite. It flutters and
tugs at my arm.”

B “By the front door of our adobe
house, [ make some little people
out of mud.”

C “'Maria, I wish you had colors to
draw the red and green smells of
New Mexico.””

D “‘Oh, it’s nice to have confetti
decorating your hair, Maria.””

C having each character give an
account of what happens

D telling events in the order that they
occur

GO OND
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According to the story, which step
comes immediately after washing the
eggshells?

@ How are the characters in this story
realistic? Use details from the story to

A Put paper over the hole in the
eggshell

B Cut the paper into very small pieces
Pour the egg out of the shell
D Paint a design on the eggshell

(@]
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Read each question or problem carefully. Then answer the question
or work the problem. This session has 5 multiple-choice questions
worth 1 point each and 2 short-answer questions worth 2 points
each. For each multiple-choice question, decide which is the best
answer. Be sure to mark, write, or draw your answers.

@ Xavier has 4 times as many trading @ Michael has a box that is a rectangular
cards as Robert. This is modeled by the prism, as shown below.
equation below, where x represents the
number of trading cards Xavier has and I
r represents the number of trading cards ;
Robert has.

x=4r .

If Xavier has 72 trading cards, how

many trading cards does Robert have? Which of the following statements
exactly describes a rectangular prism?

A 288
B 76 A [t has 8 faces, 8 edges, and 6 vertices.
C 68 B It has 8 faces, 10 edges, and 8
D 18 vertices.
C It has 6 faces, 10 edges, and 6
vertices.
D It has 6 faces, 12 edges, and 8
vertices.
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© The school choir is having 48 vests © M:. Frasier placed 20 cards of the same
size into an empty box. Each card has
the name of a different student in his
requires 1% yards of material. class. Each day he randomly selects

1 name card from the box to determine
who will be the daily leader.

made for an upcoming event. Each vest

What is the total number of yards of

material required to make 48 vests? e There are 10 girls and 10 boys in the
class.
A 78yd :
B 84yd e The name cards of 9 girls and
3 boys have already been selected and
c 90yd were not put back into the box.
D 240yd

What is the probability that the
next name card Mr. Frasier selects is

a boy’s?

O  Which of the geometric figures |
named below has exactly 1 vertex? A =

1

A Cone B 3

B Cube 7

C Cylinder C 3

D Sphere 7
D20

GO OND
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@ Margaret claims that all rectangles are
squares. Bradley claims that all squares
are rectangles.

o Chan made a batch of trail mix. The
table below shows the amount of each

Use words, numbers, or pictures
to explain whether Margaret’s or
Bradley’s claim is correct.

ingredient.
Trail Mix
Ingredient Amount
(cups)
- 2
12
Raisins 5
5
2 4
Almonds 8
2
2 5
Pretzels 3
Cheese crackers 3%

your answer.

A. Which ingredient, almonds or
pretzels, has a greater amount
in the trail mix? Use words,
numbers, or pictures to explain

B. If each amount is rounded to the
nearest whole number, what is
the estimate for the total number
of cups of ingredients used? Use
words, numbers, or pictures to
explain your answer.
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Read each question or problem carefully. Then answer the question
or work the problem. This session has 5 multiple-choice questions
worth 1 point each, 2 short-answer questions worth 2 points each,
and 1 open-ended question worth 4 points. For each multiple-choice
question, decide which is the best answer. Be sure to mark, write, or
draw your answers.

@ Nick wants to determine the amount of @ Aaron wants to compare the heights of
time sixth-grade students spend studying the players on the school’s basketball
for their math exam. team.

Which sampling method would be Which graph would be the most
most unbiased? appropriate for comparing the
heights of these players?

A Survey the 15 girls in his class
B Survey 60 sixth-grade students A Bar graph
C Survey his 3 best friends B Circle graph
D Survey the 13 boys in his class C Line graph
D Picture graph
0 A certain flower arrangement costs
$20 plus $4 for each rose added to the @ Rochelle earned $500 during the
arrangement. summer. She put 35% of this amount
into savings.
Which equation can be used to
calculate the total cost, ¢, for an Which of the following fractions is
arrangement that has n roses? equivalent to 35%?
A n=4+20c A %
B c=4+20n ;
C n=20+4c B 5o
D ¢c=20+4n 1
C 35
7
D Too
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@ The following diagram shows the different transportation methods Edward can use to get
from the Ferris Wheel to Dinosaur Rock. One route he could take is the Mini-Sub and River

Boat.
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What is the total number of possible routes Edward can take from the Ferris Wheel to

Dinosaur Rock using only two transportation methods?

OnNn w >
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@® A fair coin was tossed 10 times, and the outcomes of heads (H) or tails (T) were recorded in
the table below.

Coin Toss Results

Toss 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Outcome H H T H T T H H H T

A. Based on the information in the table, what was the experimental probability that
the coin landed “heads up”? Use words, numbers, or pictures to explain your answer.

B. What is the theoretical probability that the coin will land “heads up” on each toss?
Use words, numbers, or pictures to explain your answer.

GO OND

Page 13



@ Jonah wants to have hardwood flooring
installed in his closet. The floor of his
closet is shaped like a rectangle, as
shown below.

5 feet

8 feet

It will cost Jonah $2.75 per square
foot to have the flooring installed. At
that rate, what will be the total cost
to install the flooring? Use words,
numbers, or pictures to explain your
answetr.

GO OND
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@ The girls’ and boys’ basketball teams at Nigel’s school each play a total of 24 regular season
games.

e The girls have won 4 out of the first 6 games.
e The boys have won 5 out of the first 8 games.

A. What percent of their games have the boys won? Use words, numbers, or pictures to
explain your answer.

B. If the girls continue to win at the same rate, how many games would they win in the
24-game season? Use words, numbers, or pictures to explain your answer.

C. Nigel, who is a member of the boys’ basketball team, claims the boys will win more
games than the girls if both teams continue to win at the same rate. Use words,
numbers, or pictures to explain whether you agree or disagree with Nigel’s claim.

STOPH
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Read each sentence. The sentence with words that are underlined
may have a mistake in punctuation, capitalization, or word usage.

If you find a mistake, choose the answer that is the best way to write
the underlined section of the sentence. If there is no mistake, choose
Correct as is. The sentence without underlined words may have

a mistake in sentence structure. If you find a mistake, choose the
answer that is written most clearly and correctly. Choose Correct

as is if there is no mistake. Multiple-choice questions are worth

1 point each.

John is my best friend, so him and I
decided to do a project for the science
fair together.

he and me
him and me
he and I
Correct as is

ONn w>
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Jack rabbits live in the desert. Eat a
wide assortment of herbs and shrubs.

A Jack rabbits live in the desert they
eat a wide assortment of herbs and
shrubs.

B Jack rabbits live in the desert eating a
wide assortment of herbs and shrubs.

C Jack rabbits live in the desert and
eat a wide assortment of herbs and
shrubs.

D Correct as is




A word, phrase, or sentence is underlined because it may contain a
mistake in grammar, usage, punctuation, capitalization, or spelling.
Look carefully at each underlined word, phrase, or sentence. If
there is a mistake, make the correction. If there is no mistake, write
the word “OK” over the underlined word, phrase, or sentence.

The Day I Sang My Best!

My big moment is almost here. Watching singing contests for years
and singing in the choir have not prepared me for this moment. [ am a

contestant in my schools singing contest. After the contest, the music

teacher choose the three best singers to join a state-wide singing group. I

am up next. Every one of the singers are good. The singer before me is Bobby

Vargas. He told me yesterday that he knew he’d win, but I am not so sure. His
voice is shaking a little. He does not look happy. He is nervous and looks

worried.

The best part of the contest is that the three winners will recieve a

$100 prize in addition to joining the state singing group. Bobby just finished
his song, and my music teacher Mr. Landery is saying something about
walking out on the stage. Now, I am afraid and wonder why I entered this

contest anyway.
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Although I start walking out to the center of the stage, I am thinking
about turning around and leaving. Somehow I get to the microphone and

the music begins. I here myself begin to sing the words. [ am not

sure how they are coming out of my mouth. Something inside me makes me

hold my voice steady and boom out the words. My parents and a few friends

are in the audience. Everyone is smiling and before I know it, the song is

over. I slowly walk off the stage, trying not to shake. I sounded great. I'm
almost sure of it. After I am backstage, I break out into the widest smile of

my life.
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Measured
Progress
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