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Session 1 Reading

DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS Read the passage. Then read each question about the passage. 
This session has 7 multiple-choice questions worth 1 point each, 
2 short-answer questions worth 2 points each, and 1 open-ended 
question worth 4 points. For each multiple-choice question, 
decide which is the best answer.

A Name Well Earned 

At the thumping sound of footsteps, Grandpa turned from his work on the
old tractor. It was a lucky thing he did. Otherwise, he would not have been able
to break the boy’s fall. 

“Whoa there, Trip!” Grandpa said, grabbing the boy as he tumbled forward
after catching his toe on one of the dirt lane’s many protruding rocks. 

“Aw, Grandpa,” the boy complained. “Why do you have to call me that?”
“Well now, my boy,” said Grandpa chuckling, “I gave you that nickname

when you were very young. Try as you might, you couldn’t walk more than a
few steps without tripping over something, usually your own feet! Clearly, you
still have that tendency. How many times over the years have you tripped over
that very same rock while running up this lane? Besides, until now, the name
never seemed to bother you.”

“It didn’t,” the boy mumbled, “when just the family called me that. But now
all the guys at school are calling me Trip, too. It’s because I stumble so often
during our games. Thank goodness for my long arms because if I hadn’t been
able to reach home plate from where I fell, we would have lost the game today. I 
wish I wasn’t so clumsy. Then maybe people wouldn’t call me that.” 
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“Oh, I think it won’t be long before they stop,” Grandpa said assuredly. 
“Really?” the boy asked. “How do you know?” 
“Let me tell you about a boy who once had a problem sort of like yours,” said 

Grandpa, settling comfortably against the old tractor to tell his story. “This boy was 
a Lakota Sioux. He grew up right here in South Dakota, though, of course, that
was long ago. Now in this boy’s tribe, children were named for certain qualities
or ways they acted. From birth, people watched them. If something about a
child stood out like a strong voice or especially large eyes, the name would
refl ect that. 

“With this boy, the only thing that stood out was the pace at which he
moved. Unfortunately, that pace was as slow as slow can be. No matter how 
forcefully he was called, he just ambled up as if he had all the time in the world.
It took him forever to get out of bed and dress in the morning. And hungry or
not, he always fi nished last at meals. Most often, his food was cold before he 
fi nished chewing the fi rst mouthful. 

“Finally, the boy’s father named his son ‘Slon-he.’ Know what that means in 
Sioux?” 

“Slow?” questioned his grandson. “Wow,” he added as the old man nodded, 
“That’s even worse than Trip.” 

“He agreed with you,” Grandpa continued. “As Slow grew up, he hated his
name more and more. After all, most young men in his tribe had names like
‘Swift as Deer’ or ‘Tames Wild Horses.’ Those names boasted wonderful skills.
Slow wanted a name like that. Luckily, custom called for the Sioux to be
renamed as adults. Slow was determined to earn a much more admirable name. 

“Slow would plan very carefully. As he reached hunting age, he spent hours 
watching herds of buffalo. He noticed how younger adults sometimes lagged 
behind when the herd began to run. So while other young braves headed for
the biggest buffalo, Slow aimed for one that lingered. As a result, he was the fi rst
of the boys his age to have a successful hunt. 

“His careful observation also made Slow good at rounding up wild ponies. 
Through such careful thought, he also found ways to gain more land for his
tribe. Such successes made his people realize his wisdom and turn to him in
times of trouble. They also earned him a new name. The name described a man 
who was often found quietly thinking and was a good, careful, and forceful
leader. His name became ‘Tatan’ka Iyota’ke’ or ‘Sitting Bull.’” 

“Chief Sitting Bull*,” echoed the listening boy. “Bet not many guess his name
was once Slow.”

“Just as one day,” said Grandpa, “as your body grows into those long legs
and arms and you gain more control over your movements, I think your ‘Trip’
days will be forgotten. Already the extra muscle you’ve gained helping me on
the farm is making you a much more powerful batter and ball pitcher. Keep that
up and you’ll earn a new name, too. Maybe since I started the fi rst nickname, I
can even make a new one catch on. What do you think about Power?” 

“Much better than Trip,” said the boy with a smile. “Thanks, Grandpa.” 
“Come on then, Power,” said Grandpa. “Let’s see if Grandma has some 

lemonade to quench two men’s powerful thirst!” 

*Chief Sitting Bull—An inspirational Native American leader of the Dakota Sioux.
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q     Read these words from the story. 

    “At the thumping sound of footsteps, 
Grandpa turned from his work on the 
old tractor.” 

Why does the author use words that 
imitate sound?

A       To show the reader that someone is 
running 

B    To help the reader understand how 
quickly Trip is moving 

C    To help the reader hear common 
sounds at a farm 

D    To show the reader that Grandpa is 
working on the tractor 

   

w What is the theme of this story?

A    To show that people can change the 
way others think of them 

B    To base goals and dreams on what 
other people think should be done 

C    To never give up when doing 
something diffi cult or important 

D    To plan and organize so that things 
will improve in a situation 

   

   e Describe Trip’s relationship with his 
grandfather. Use a detail from the story 
to support your answer.    

   

r Which action led directly to Sitting 
Bull being one of the fi rst of the boys 
his age to have a successful hunt?

A    He knew which buffalo was the 
strongest. 

B    The other boys did not know where 
to fi nd the herd of buffalos. 

C    He noticed that some of the buffalos 
stayed in the back of the herd. 

D    The other boys were too slow to 
catch the buffalo herds. 

   



Page 5NM_10_11_Gr5__PracticeTest
GO ON 

Session 1 Reading

t The reader can best conclude that 
after hearing the story of Sitting Bull, 
Trip will —

A    decide to quit the baseball team and 
try another sport 

B    become angry when friends and 
family call him Trip 

C    consider ways to make his traits work 
in his favor 

D    look for stories about other people to 
help encourage him 

   

y  Give two details from the story that 
explain why the nickname Trip is fi tting 
for the boy in the story.    

   

u Grandpa believes the boy will no 
longer be called Trip when he —

A       becomes an adult 
B    grows a bit more 
C    learns to think things through 
D    starts helping his team win 

   

i How would the story have been 
different if it was told from Trip’s 
point of view?

A    Readers would know more about the 
setting of the story. 

B    Readers would have known what Trip 
was thinking. 

C    Readers would have been aware of 
Grandpa’s feelings. 

D    Readers would have learned Trip’s age 
when the story takes place. 
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Session 1 Reading

STOP 

o After Grandpa tells the story of 
Sitting Bull, he comforts his grandson 
by —

A    offering him a new nickname 
B    predicting he will become smarter 
C    suggesting they get some lemonade 
D    encouraging him to work hard 

   

a     Both Trip and Slow are bothered by 
nicknames that they are determined 
to change. 

    Explain how the experiences of these 
two characters are similar. Use details 
from the story to support your answer.  
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q  The table below shows the prices of the 
items Lisa bought.   

    

Items Lisa Bought

$8.62

$3.09

$21.54

Price
(including tax)

Puzzle

Magazine

Sweater

Item

    

What is the total amount Lisa should 
have paid for the three items?

A    $22.15 
B    $23.17 
C    $32.27 
D    $33.25 

   

   w    Alice went jogging around a circular-
shaped track. 

Which of the following best represents 
the distance around this track?

A       Circumference 
B    Radius 
C    Area 
D    Diameter 

   

   e Wendy grew 4 different types of fl owers 
in her garden. The table below shows 
the percent of land used for each type 
of fl ower in her garden.   

    

Percent of Land Used for
Flowers in Wendy’s Garden

Type of Flower

Lily 25%

Rose 45%

Daisy 15%

Iris 15%

Percent of
Land Used

    

Which of the following types of 
graphs would best display the 
information given in the table?

A       Circle graph 
B    Line graph 
C    Stem-and-leaf plot 
D    Tally chart 

   

DIRECTIONS Read each question or problem carefully. Then answer the question 
or work the problem. This session has 6 multiple-choice questions 
worth 1 point each and 2 short-answer questions worth 2 points 
each. For each multiple-choice question, decide which is the best 
answer. Be sure to mark, write, or draw your answers.
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   r Richard made a table to show his teammates the choices for their baseball uniforms.   

    

Baseball Team Uniform Choices

Team Name

Team Mascot

No Design

Hat

Pants

Shorts

Bottom

Solid

Striped

Top

 

What is the total number of possible outcomes for choosing 1 top, 1 bottom, and 
1 hat?

A    6 
B    7 
C    12 
D    24 
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   t The locations of four fl ower shops are 
represented by the points shown on the 
coordinate grid below.   

    

1
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4

5
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7

8

9

0 1

M

Flower Shops

Q

N

P

2 3 4 65 7 8 9

y

x
    

Which point on the coordinate grid 
appears to be located at (4, 7)?

A    M 
B    N 
C    P 
D    Q 
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y  The model below is shaded to represent one whole. Each section in the model is the same 
shape and size.   

        

    Kerry shaded the following models to represent a mixed number. 

        

Which of the following is represented by the model Kerry shaded?

A       26  

B    68  

C    3 2
6  

D    3 6
8  
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Session 1 Mathematics

STOP 

u  Brendan wrote the inequality shown 
below in his notebook.   

    25 � � 10    

Which number could Brendan place 
in the box to make the inequality 
true? Use words, numbers, or pictures 
to explain your answer.

      

i  Dan, Frank, and John worked on a 
project together. The picture below 
shows the amount of the project that 
was completed by each person.   

    

Project

= Frank

= Dan

Each represents 0.01

= John

Key

    

Who completed the greatest amount 
of the project? Use words, numbers, 
or pictures to explain your answer.

      



Page 12NM_10_11_Gr5__PracticeTest
GO ON 

Session 2 Mathematics

o     Amy made a poster in the shape of a 
regular polygon with ten sides. 

What is the name of the shape of 
Amy’s poster?

A       Decagon 
B    Nonagon 
C    Octagon 
D    Heptagon 

   

1)  Kenny needs to simplify the expression 
shown below when    b  = 23. 

    b       

What is the value of this expression 
when b = 23?

A    212 
B    302 
C    322 
D    342 

   

1!      An airplane pilot fl ew a total of 2880 hours 
in 9 months. 

What was the average number of 
hours he fl ew per month?

A       32 hours 
B    42 hours 
C    320 hours 
D    420 hours 

   

DIRECTIONS Read each question or problem carefully. Then answer the question 
or work the problem. This session has 5 multiple-choice questions 
worth 1 point each, 2 short-answer questions worth 2 points each, 
and 1 open-ended question worth 4 points. For each multiple-choice 
question, decide which is the best answer. Be sure to mark, write, or 
draw your answers.
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1@     Kathleen bought a 30-pound bag of dog food for her dogs. Each week, her dogs eat 8 pounds 
of the 30-pound bag of dog food. 

Which table best represents the amount of dog food that should be remaining at the 
beginning of each week?

A      

Week

Dog Food

1 30

2 22

3 16

4 8

Amount
Remaining
(pounds)

 C    

Week

Dog Food

1 30

2 22

3 14

4 6

Amount
Remaining
(pounds)

 

B    

Week

Dog Food

1 30

2 38

3 46

4 54

Amount
Remaining
(pounds)

 D   

Week

Dog Food

1 30

2 24

3 16

4 8

Amount
Remaining
(pounds)
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1#  Carmen threw two sticks up in the air. She drew a picture to show how the two sticks landed 
on the ground. She did this a total of four times, as shown below.   

    Throw 1 Throw 2 Throw 3 Throw 4  

On which throw did the sticks appear to land parallel to each other?

A Throw 1 
B    Throw 2 
C    Throw 3 
D    Throw 4 
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h  Eva is drawing a map of all the streets in 
her neighborhood. She completed her 
drawing but forgot to fi ll in the names of 
the streets, as shown below.   

        

Copy Eva’s picture and label each 
of the street names using the 
information listed below.        

• Cherry Road is perpendicular to 
Apple Lane.

• Apple Lane is parallel to Peach 
Drive.

• Orange Parkway is parallel to 
Cherry Road.

Use words, numbers, or pictures to 
explain your answer.

      

g  The picture below represents the fl oor 
of a patio, which is shaped like a regular 
pentagon.   

    4 feet     

A. What are the lengths of the other 
four sides of the patio fl oor? Use 
words, numbers, or pictures to 
explain your answer.

B. What is the perimeter, in feet, 
of the patio fl oor? Use words, 
numbers, or pictures to explain 
your answer.
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j  The fi fth graders at Micah’s school voted for their favorite sport. The results are shown in the 
bar graph below.   
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A. Which sport was chosen by the least number of students as their favorite? Use words, 
numbers, or pictures to explain your answer.

B. Which two sports were chosen as their favorite by a combined total of 25 students? 
Use words, numbers, or pictures to explain your answer.

C. Write a different question that can be answered by the data in the graph shown. 
Use words, numbers, or pictures to explain the answer to the question you wrote.
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DIRECTIONSDIRECTIONS Read each sentence. The sentence with words that are underlined 
may have a mistake in punctuation, capitalization, or word usage. 
If you fi nd a mistake, choose the answer that is the best way to write 
the underlined section of the sentence. If there is no mistake, choose 
Correct as is. The sentence without underlined words may have 
a mistake in sentence structure. If you fi nd a mistake, choose the 
answer that is written most clearly and correctly. Choose Correct 
as is if there is no mistake. Multiple-choice questions are worth 
1 point each.

q I could hear my mother calling, Time 
for dinner!

A    calling, “Time for dinner”! 
B    calling “,Time for dinner!” 
C    calling, “Time for dinner!” 
D     Correct as is  

   

w Angela went to the movies and 
she met her friends and she bought 
popcorn and a drink and used a 
gift card.

A    Angela went to the movies where she 
met her friends and used a gift card 
to bought popcorn and a drink. 

B    Angela went to the movies, she met 
her friends, she bought popcorn and 
a drink, and she used a gift card. 

C    Angela went to the movies with her 
friends, and she bought popcorn and 
a drink with a gift card. 

D     Correct as is  
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DIRECTIONS A word, phrase, or sentence is underlined because it may contain a 
mistake in grammar, usage, punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. 
Look carefully at each underlined word, phrase, or sentence. If 
there is a mistake, make the correction. If there is no mistake, write 
the word “OK” over the underlined word, phrase, or sentence.

A True Work of Art

Jake stared at his empty art easel. “I’ll never be able to come up with 

an idea,” he thought to himself. Frustrated, he sat down and put his paints 

away. Maybe if he came back later he would think of something?

Jake wanted to enter a contest at school! Real artists from the Dove 

Valley Art Center had come to his school last week. They explained that 

they were having an art contest. They would use the art that was entered 

to decorate the new downtown library. They would also choose winners to

recieve free art lessons.

While painting on canvas was one of Jake’s favorite hobbies, he could 

not think of anything to paint for the contest. He tried to picture one of his

canvas hanging on the wall of the new library. That is when he got his idea. 

“What would people at a library like to see while they are looking for 

books?” he asked himself.
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STOP 

Smiling, Jake went back to his easel and took out his paints and brushes. 

He decorated his canvas like a true artist. After a few hours of work, he once 

again stared at his easel. Only this time he admired a true work of art.

Jake had painted a picture of people reading. Some people were sitting 

on a park bench reading newspapers. Others read books while sitting on

picnic blankets in the park. Children crowded around a teacher on green 

grass and listened to a story. “My painting will show everyone how fun it is 

to read a book,” Jake thought, and he admired his work.
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  163516.000 163517 Common EQ, CMN

Dan, Frank, and John worked on a project together. The picture below shows the amount 
of the project that was completed by each person.

Project

= Frank

= Dan

Each represents 0.01

= John

Key

Who completed the greatest amount of the project? Use words, numbers, or pictures to 
explain your answer.

8.
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NEW MEXICO 2010 PRACTICE TEST SCORING GUIDE
GRADE 5 MATH

Score Description

2

The student response 

• offers a correct solution and is well supported by well-developed and accurate 
explanations.

• gives evidence that an appropriate problem-solving strategy was selected and 
implemented, but may contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall 
quality of the student response.

• is clearly organized and focused, and shows a mathematical understanding of the 
task or concept.

• contains suffi cient work to convey thorough understanding of the problem.

1

The student response 

• offers a correct solution with no supporting evidence or explanation.

• offers a partially correct answer to the problem.

• may contain fl aws indicating an incomplete understanding of the task or concept.

• may show faulty reasoning leading to weak answers or conclusions.

• may demonstrate unclear communication in writing or diagrams.

• may demonstrate a poor understanding of relevant mathematical procedure or 
concepts.

0

The student response 

• gives an incorrect response with no work shown.

• offers no mathematical understanding of the problem.

• does not address the problem.

Scoring Guide

Sample response

Dan completed the greatest amount of the project.

Dan → 3(10) + 3(2) = 36

Frank → 7(5) = 35

John → 4(5) + 3(3) = 29
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  163527.000 163528 Common EQ, CMN

The picture below represents the fl oor of a patio, which is shaped like a regular pentagon.

4 feet

A.  What are the lengths of the other four sides of the patio fl oor? Use words, numbers, or 
pictures to explain your answer.

B.  What is the perimeter, in feet, of the patio fl oor? Use words, numbers, or pictures to 
explain your answer.
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NEW MEXICO 2010 PRACTICE TEST SCORING GUIDE
GRADE 5 MATH

Score Description

2

The student response 

• offers a correct solution and is well supported by well-developed and accurate 
explanations.

• gives evidence that an appropriate problem-solving strategy was selected and 
implemented, but may contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall 
quality of the student response.

• is clearly organized and focused, and shows a mathematical understanding of the 
task or concept.

• contains suffi cient work to convey thorough understanding of the problem.

1

The student response 

• offers a correct solution with no supporting evidence or explanation.

• offers a partially correct answer to the problem.

• may contain fl aws indicating an incomplete understanding of the task or concept.

• may show faulty reasoning leading to weak answers or conclusions.

• may demonstrate unclear communication in writing or diagrams.

• may demonstrate a poor understanding of relevant mathematical procedure or 
concepts.

0

The student response 

• gives an incorrect response with no work shown.

• offers no mathematical understanding of the problem.

• does not address the problem.

Scoring Guide

Sample responses

A)

A regular pentagon has fi ve equal sides. If one side has a length of 4 feet, then they all have a length of 4 
feet.

B)

5(4) = 20 [feet]

or

4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 20 [feet]
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Eva is drawing a map of all the 
streets in her neighborhood. She 
completed her drawing but forgot 
to fi ll in the names of the streets, as 
shown below.

Copy Eva’s picture and label each 
of the street names using the 
information listed below.

•  Cherry Road is perpendicular
to Apple Lane.

•  Apple Lane is parallel to 
Peach Drive.

•  Orange Parkway is parallel to 
Cherry Road.

Use words, numbers, or 
pictures to explain your answer.

15.
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NEW MEXICO 2010 PRACTICE TEST SCORING GUIDE
GRADE 5 MATH

Score Description

2

The student response 

• offers a correct solution and is well supported by well-developed and accurate 
explanations.

• gives evidence that an appropriate problem-solving strategy was selected and 
implemented, but may contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall 
quality of the student response.

• is clearly organized and focused, and shows a mathematical understanding of the 
task or concept.

• contains suffi cient work to convey thorough understanding of the problem.

1

The student response 

• offers a correct solution with no supporting evidence or explanation.

• offers a partially correct answer to the problem.

• may contain fl aws indicating an incomplete understanding of the task or concept.

• may show faulty reasoning leading to weak answers or conclusions.

• may demonstrate unclear communication in writing or diagrams.

• may demonstrate a poor understanding of relevant mathematical procedure or 
concepts.

0

The student response 

• gives an incorrect response with no work shown.

• offers no mathematical understanding of the problem.

• does not address the problem.

Scoring Guide
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Sample responses
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or

Any valid arrangement of streets that pairs Cherry Road and Orange Parkway as parallel streets, which are perpendicular to the other pair of
parallel streets, Apple Lane and Peach Drive.
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16.

  163648.000 163649 Common EQ, CMN

The fi fth graders at Micah’s school voted for their favorite sport. The results are shown 
in the bar graph below.
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A.  Which sport was chosen by the least number of students as their favorite? Use 
words, numbers, or pictures to explain your answer.

B.  Which two sports were chosen as their favorite by a combined total of 25 
students? Use words, numbers, or pictures to explain your answer.

C.  Write a different question that can be answered by the data in the graph shown. Use 
words, numbers, or pictures to explain the answer to the question you wrote.
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NEW MEXICO 2010 PRACTICE TEST SCORING GUIDE
GRADE 5 MATH

Score Description

4

The student response

• offers a correct solution and is well supported by well-developed and accurate 
explanations.

• gives evidence that an appropriate problem-solving strategy was selected and 
implemented, but may contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall 
quality of the student response.

• is clearly organized and focused, and shows a mathematical understanding of the 
task or concept.

• contains suffi cient work to convey thorough understanding of the problem.

3

The student response

• offers a generally correct solution, but contains minor fl aws in reasoning or 
computation.

• gives evidence that an appropriate problem-solving strategy was selected and 
implemented, but may contain minor arithmetic or algebraic errors that do detract 
from the overall quality of the student response.

• is clearly focused and well organized, but neglects some aspect of the complete 
solution to the problem.

• lacks signifi cant detail to convey thorough understanding of the task or concept to 
warrant a 4.

2

The student response

• offers a partially correct answer to the problem.

• may contain fl aws indicating an incomplete understanding of the task or concept.

• may show faulty reasoning leading to weak answers or conclusions.

• may demonstrate unclear communication in writing or diagrams.

• may demonstrate a poor understanding of relevant mathematical procedure or 
concepts.

1

The student response

• offers a correct solution with no supporting evidence or explanation.

• offers little or no supporting detail, conveying limited understanding.

• contains numerous errors in computation and reasoning that detract from the overall 
quality of the response.

• provides vague interpretation to the solution/explanation, indicating little or no 
mathematical understanding of the task or concept.

0

The student response

• gives an incorrect response with no work shown.

• offers no mathematical understanding of the problem.

• does not address the problem.

Scoring Guide
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Sample responses

A) 

Soccer was chosen by the least number of students as their favorite. 

Soccer has the shortest bar. 

or 

Baseball has 14, Golf has 12, Tennis has 11, Football has 8, and Soccer has only 6. 

B) 

Baseball and Tennis. Baseball has 14 and Tennis has 11. 

14 + 11 = 25 

C) 

Correct answers will vary. Accept any question that can be answered from the data in the graph shown. 

For example, 

How many more students chose Baseball than Football?
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A True Work of Art

Jake stared at his empty art easel. “I’ll never be able to come up with 

an idea,” he thought to himself. Frustrated, he sat down and put his paints 

away. Maybe if he came back later he would think of something?

Jake wanted to enter a contest at school! Real artists from the Dove 

Valley Art Center had come to his school last week. They explained that 

they were having an art contest. They would use the art that was entered 

to decorate the new downtown library. They would also choose winners to

recieve free art lessons.

While painting on canvas was one of Jake’s favorite hobbies, he could 

not think of anything to paint for the contest. He tried to picture one of his

canvas hanging on the wall of the new library. That is when he got his idea. 

“What would people at a library like to see while they are looking for 

books?” he asked himself.

Smiling, Jake went back to his easel and took out his paints and brushes. 

He decorated his canvas like a true artist. After a few hours of work, he once 

again stared at his easel. Only this time he admired a true work of art.
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Jake had painted a picture of people reading. Some people were sitting 

on a park bench reading newspapers. Others read books while sitting on

picnic blankets in the park. Children crowded around a teacher on green 

grass and listened to a story. “My painting will show everyone how fun it is 

to read a book,” Jake thought, and he admired his work.

The editing task requires students to recognize and correct various grade-
appropriate errors in sentence structure and mechanics (spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, and capitalization). Phrases containing possible errors are 
underlined.

Underline 1 No mistake

Underline 2 Punctuation—Change the question mark to a period because the 
sentence is not a question.

Underline 3 Punctuation—Change the exclamation mark to a period because 
the sentence doesn’t show surprise or excitement.

Underline 4 Spelling—Change “recieve” to “receive.”

Underline 5 Grammar—Change “canvas” to “canvases” because the sentence 
should say “one of his canvases.”

Underline 6 Punctuation—Insert a comma after “time” to separate an 
introductory phrase.
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